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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT PORG PO 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT CRISIS: NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS 

REF: LISBON 5533 

1. THE PROCESS: PRESIDENT EANES, AUGUST 9, DESIGNATED 
NOBRE DA COSTA AS PRIME MINISTER. EANES WILL NOT OFFICIALLY 
APPOINT HIM UNTIL NOBRE DA COSTA HAS CHOSEN HIS CABINET, 

AND IS PREPARED TO PRESENT A PROGRAM TO THE ASSEMBLY 
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WITHIN THE CONSTITUTIONALLY PRESCRIBED PERIOD OF TEN DAYS. 
FOLLOWING THE FORMAL APPOINTMENT, THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY WILL BE CALLED INTO SPECIAL SESSION 
AND WILL HAVE FIVE DAYS TO DEBATE THE PROPOSED PROGRAM. 

UNLESS A MOTION OF REJECTION IS PRESENTED AND APPROVED BY 
AN ASSEMBLY MAJORITY, THE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM IS AUTOMATICALLY 
APPROVED. IF A MOTION OF REJECTION IS PASSED, PRESIDENT 
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EANES HAS SAID HE WILL DISSOLVE THE ASSEMBLY AND HOLD NEW 
ELECTIONS WITHIN 90 DAYS. THESE ELECTIONS WOULD HAVE TO BE 
HELD UNDER THE OUTDATED ELECTION LAW AND VOTER REGISTRATION LISTS. 

2. IF PROGRAM APPROVED: FOLLOWING ASSEMBLY APPROVAL OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM. THE ASSEMBLY WOULD BE ASKED TO PASS A 
NEW REGISTRATION LAW AND A NEW ELECTORAL LAW. ELECTION 
EXPERTS SAY THAT THE VOTER REGISTRATION UPDATE WOULD TAKE 
FOUR AND ONE-HALF MONTHS AFTER PASSAGE OF THE LAW. THIS 
DONE, EANES AND NOBRE DA COSTA BOTH HAVE SAID THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD PRESENT A MOTION OF CONFIDENCE TO THE ASSEMBLY. 

IF THE ASSEMBLY WERE TO REJECT THE MOTION 

OF CONFIDENCE, NEW ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD WITHIN 90 DAYS. 

IF. HOWEVER, THE MOTION OF CONFIDENCE SHOULD PASS, THE 
GOVERNMENT THEORETICALLY COULD REMAIN IN OFFICE UNTIL 1980 WHEN 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS MUST BE HELD. 

3. EARLY SIGNS: NOBRE DA COSTA'S EARLY STATEMENTS INDICATE 
HE WOULD PREFER AN ACTIVIST GOVERNMENT WHICH IS PREPARED 
TO DEAL WITH THE COUNTRY'S TOUGH ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, RATHER 
THAN MERELY PRESIDE OVER A GOVERNMENT WHOSE SOLE PURPOSE 
IS TO PREPARE THE COUNTRY FOR NEW ELECTIONS. HE WOULD 
ALSO LIKE TO MOVE AS FAST AS POSSIBLE, BUT HAS INDICATED 

THAT HE WOULD NOT FORM A GOVERNMENT WITHOUT SOLID ASSEMBLY 
SUPPORT. HE INITIATED MEETINGS WITH THE PSD, PCP, AND UDP 
AUGUST 10, AND THE PS AND CDS AUGUST 1 1, TO DETERMINE PARTY 
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ATTITUDES TOWARD SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT BEFORE PROCEEDING 
WITH THE SEARCH FOR CABINET MEMBERS. 

ROWELL 
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